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1.0 Summary

This report summarises the results of an Aboriginal heritage inspection of proposed borehole
ROBHO5 situated on North Maggs Road, 2.4km north of Maggs Mountain and 2.2km northwest
of Rowallan Dam. The proposed borehole is supplementary to the substantive Rowallan PHES
geotechnical investigation program which focussed on an area to the west of Maggs Mountain.
This report is a brief addendum to the report titled Battery of the Nation — Rowallan PHES
Geotechnical Investigation Sites Aboriginal Heritage Assessments dated September 2019.

The field assessment was limited to an area measuring 80m x 60m containing the proposed
ROBHO5 borehole pad and c. 120m of access track linking the pad to North Maggs Road.

No Aboriginal artefacts were observed within the proposed works area comprising the dill pad
and access track.

A single artefact was found to the east of North Maggs Rd. c. 70m south-east of previously
recorded artefact scatter AH1635 and 0.9km north of the ROBHO5 drill pad. Neither site will be
impacted by the proposed drilling activity.
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2.0 Methodology

The methodology and predictive assumptions are outlined in the substantive Rowallan PHES geotechnical
assessments report. The proposed ROBHO1 geotech site is located within terrain that local PHES modelling
suggests has medium potential for open lithic sites (small artefact scatters and isolated artefacts), as per the
following predictive statements.

Site types:
e Artefact scatters within the Upper- Mersey area will more likely occur in river valleys rather than elevated
interfluves.

e Smaller open sites will preferentially occur on the upper valley slopes reflecting movement through country,
with larger scatters found on valley floors around the edges of well drained plains.

e Isolated artefacts may occur anywhere in the Tasmanian landscape but are most likely to occur as infill
between artefact scatters in the valleys and plains and along the major lines of travel through country.

Material types:

e Artefact fabrics will chiefly comprise quartzite from locally sourced river cobbles, with increasing proportions of
introduced and curated material away from cobble procurement areas.;

o Artefact types will primarily comprise simple flakes, with lesser quantities of retouched/utilised pieces which
will primarily be on imported materials. Evidence of reduction away from river cobble sources will be rare.

Site potential:

e Medium: River floodplains in general and elevated plateaux/interfluve and gently sloping terrain connecting
elevated ground and valley floors;

The field assessment was carried by Consulting Archaeologist (CA) Greg Jackman and Aboriginal Heritage Officer
(AHO) Caleb Pedder by means of parallel pedestrian transects. The survey transects were oriented perpendicular
to the access track at sub-10m spacings.

CA and AHO tracklogs were recorded by handheld GPS (autonomous accuracy 2-4m), buffered by 2m to represent
a 4m average transect width, and merged to create a combined survey coverage polygon. The ability to detect
Aboriginal artefacts on a ground surface is heavily constrained by ground-surface visibility (GSV), which was
recorded along CA transects in 10% increments.

GSV points and observed features were recorded by DGPS (Trimble Catalyst) to sub-metre accuracy, and by
written description and digital photography in accordance with Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania’s Standards and
Procedures (June 2018)
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3.0 Results

Physical coverage of 3390m? was achieved within the 80m x 60m ROBHO5 drill pad study area, equating to 72.6%.
Ground-surface visibility was very low however, averaging 7.9% overall but being typically below 5% away from
the access track that passed along the north-side of the proposed drill pad. Full survey coverage was achieved of
the access track from North Maggs Road which averaged 15% visibility. A summary of study area findings is
presented in and illustrated in

No Aboriginal artefacts were observed within the ROBHO5 drill pad and access track study areas.

A single artefact, a hornfels flake designated RO-AHO5, was found 7m to the east of North Maggs Road
approximately 70m south-east of the reported location of a small artefact scatter (AH1635) originally recorded in
1981 . A search was made for AH1635 at its reported location, however the terrain did not correspond to
the description on the AH1635 site card. This is understandable given that it was originally recorded with
reference to the Tasmap 100,000 map sheet series with the coordinates being later scaled and transformed for
the AHR. The actual location of AH1635 may be anywhere within a 100-200m radius of the AHR coordinates.
Notwithstanding, RO-AHO5 has been recorded as a separate site to avoid confusion with the legacy record. RO-
AHO5 is 900m north of the ROBHOS5 drill pad and will not be affected by the proposed activity.

Summary details of RO-AHO5 are provided in

Field_ID Description Potential impacts

RO-AHO05 Hornfels decortication flake 55mm x 45mm x 30mm situated in local Will not be impacted by proposed activity
scald in roadside windrowed area 7m east of North Maggs Rd. No other

artefacts observed but glacial siliceous lag gravels present.

All Aboriginal relics in Tasmania are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 (AHA) and cannot be
impacted without a Permit issued by the Minister pursuant to the AHA.

The proposed activity associated with ROBHO5 will not impact any identified Aboriginal relics, consequently no
AHA Permit is required.

Given the Medium potential for undiscovered Aboriginal relics (i.e. stone artefacts) to be present on the elevated
plateau generally, it is essential that the works contractors are aware of their responsibility to avoid impacts if
relics are encountered during works. It is recommended that a copy of Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania’s
Unanticipated Discovery Plan is kept on hand for reference during the geotechnical investigations, and enacted
if/when any relics are found. A copy of AHT’s UDP is appended to this summary report.
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Table 2: ROBHO5 field summary

Investigation site field summaries

ID Study Coverage GSV Description Heritage risk Image

area

Adjoins forestry track. Area has been historically logged with numerous large (>1mbhd) stumps and several
trunks present. Ground heavily scarred and rutted/hummocky, with evidence of dozing and log dragging etc.

RO-BHO5 4672 73% 8% Topsoil partially stripped exposing B clays with grass and prickly shrub cover. Low-Medium
RO-BHO5 4m wide forestry track, scalped to B clays with thin covering of grass and mosses. Land slopes gently
Access 480 100% 15% westwards. Low
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ROBHO5 survey coverage
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AHT Unanticipated Discovery Plan

Unanticipated Discovery Plan

Procedure for the management of unanticipated

discoveries of Aboriginal relics in Tasmania

For the management of unanticipated discoveries of Aboriginal relics in accordance with the Aboriginal
Heritage Act 1975 and the Coroners Act 1995.The Unanticipated Discovery Plan is in two sections.

Discovery of Aboriginal Relics
other than Skeletal Material

Step I:

Any person who believes they have uncovered
Aboriginal relics should notify all employees or
contractors working in the immediate area that all
earth disturbance works must cease immediately.

Step 2:

A temporary ‘'no-go’ or buffer zone of at least

[0m x [0m should be implemented to protect the
suspected Aboriginal relics, where practicable. No
unauthorised entry or works will be allowed within
this 'no-go’ zone until the suspected Aboriginal
relics have been assessed by a consulting
archaeologist, Aboriginal Heritage Officer or
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania staff member.

Step 3:

Contact Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania on

1300 487 045 as soon as possible and inform
them of the discovery. Documentation of the find
should be emailed to

aboriginal@heritage.tas.gov.au as soon as possible.

Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania will then provide
further advice in accordance with the Aboriginal
Heritage Act 1975.

M

Discovery of Skeletal Material

Step I:

Call the Police immediately. Under no
circumstances should the suspected skeletal
material be touched or disturbed. The area should
be managed as a crime scene. It is a criminal
offence to interfere with a crime scene.

Step 2:

Any person who believes they have uncovered
skeletal material should notify all employees or
contractors working in the immediate area that all
earth disturbance works cease immediately.

Step 3:

A temporary ‘no-go’ or buffer zone of at least
50m x 50m should be implemented to protect
the suspected skeletal material, where practicable.
No unauthorised entry or works will be allowed
within this ‘no-go’ zone until the suspected skeletal
remains have been assessed by the Police and/or
Coroner.

Step 4:

If it is suspected that the skeletal material is
Aboriginal, Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania should be
notified.

Step 5:

Should the skeletal material be determined to be
Aboriginal, the Coroner will contact the Aboriginal
organisation approved by the Attorney-General, as
per the Coroners Act 1995,

N\ 7
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania Tasmanian
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment Government
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Guide to Aboriginal site types

Stone Artefact Scatters

A stone artefact is any stone or rock fractured or
modified by Aboriginal people to produce cutting,
scraping or grinding implements. Stone artefacts
are indicative of past Aboriginal living spaces, trade
and movement throughout Tasmania. Aboriginal
people used hornfels, chalcedony, spongelite,
quartzite, chert and silcrete depending on stone
quality and availability. Stone artefacts are typically
recorded as being ‘isolated’ (single stone artefact)

or as an ‘artefact scatter’ (multiple stone artefacts).

Shell Middens

Middens are distinct concentrations of discarded
shell that have accumulated as a result of past
Aboriginal camping and food processing activities.
These sites are usually found near waterways and
coastal areas, and range in size from large mounds
to small scatters. Tasmanian Aboriginal middens
commonly contain fragments of mature edible
shellfish such as abalone, oyster, mussel, warrener
and limpet, however they can also contain stone
tools, animal bone and charcoal.

Rockshelters

An occupied rockshelter is a cave or overhang
that contains evidence of past Aboriginal use

and occupation, such as stone tools, middens

and hearths, and in some cases, rock markings.
Rockshelters are usually found in geological
formations that are naturally prone to weathering,
such as limestone, dolerite and sandstone

Hydro
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Quarries

An Aboriginal quarry is a place where stone or
ochre has been extracted from a natural source by
Aboriginal pecple. Quarries can be recognised by
evidence of human manipulation such as battering
of an outcrop, stone fracturing debris or ochre

pits left behind from processing the raw material.
Stone and ochre quarries can vary in terms of size,
quality and the frequency of use.

Rock Marking

Rock marking is the term used in Tasmania to
define markings on rocks which are the result of
Aboriginal practices. Rock markings come in two
forms; engraving and painting. Engravings are made
by removing the surface of a rock through pecking,
abrading or grinding, whilst paintings are made by
adding pigment or ochre to the surface of a rock.

Burials

Aboriginal burial sites are highly sensitive and may
be found in a variety of places, including sand
dunes, shell middens and rock shelters. Despite
few records of pre-contact practices, cremation
appears to have been more common than burial.
Family members carried bones or ashes of recently
deceased relatives. The Aboriginal community

has fought long campaigns for the return of the
remains of ancestral Aboriginal people.

Further information on Aboriginal Heritage is available from:

Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division

Department of Primary Industries, Parks,VWater and Environment

GPO Box 44 Hobart TAS 7001
Telephone: 1300 487 045

Email: aboriginal@heritage.tas.gov.au
Web: www.aboriginalheritage.tas.gov.au
\ati
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Tasmania and its employees do not accept responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, ~ e Tasmanian
or refevance to the user’s purpose, of the information and therefore disclaims all liability for any errer, loss or other consequence which may arise from —~— Government

relying on any information in this publication.
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