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1.0 Summary 

This report summarises the results of an Aboriginal heritage inspection of proposed borehole 
ROBH05 situated on North Maggs Road, 2.4km north of Maggs Mountain and 2.2km northwest 
of Rowallan Dam.  The proposed borehole is supplementary to the substantive Rowallan PHES 
geotechnical investigation program which focussed on an area to the west of Maggs Mountain. 
This report is a brief addendum to the report titled Battery of the Nation – Rowallan PHES 
Geotechnical Investigation Sites Aboriginal Heritage Assessments dated September 2019. 

The field assessment was limited to an area measuring 80m x 60m containing the proposed 
ROBH05 borehole pad and c. 120m of access track linking the pad to North Maggs Road. 

No Aboriginal artefacts were observed within the proposed works area comprising the dill pad 
and access track.  

A single artefact was found to the east of North Maggs Rd. c. 70m south-east of previously 
recorded artefact scatter AH1635 and 0.9km north of the ROBH05 drill pad. Neither site will be 
impacted by the proposed drilling activity. 
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2.0 Methodology 

2.1 Predictive assumptions 
The methodology and predictive assumptions are outlined in the substantive Rowallan PHES geotechnical 
assessments report. The proposed ROBH01 geotech site is located within terrain that local PHES modelling 
suggests has medium potential for open lithic sites (small artefact scatters and isolated artefacts), as per the 
following predictive statements. 

Site types: 

 Artefact scatters within the Upper- Mersey area will more likely occur in river valleys rather than elevated 
interfluves. 

 Smaller open sites will preferentially occur on the upper valley slopes reflecting movement through country, 
with larger scatters found on valley floors around the edges of well drained plains. 

 Isolated artefacts may occur anywhere in the Tasmanian landscape but are most likely to occur as infill 
between artefact scatters in the valleys and plains and along the major lines of travel through country. 

 

Material types: 

 Artefact fabrics will chiefly comprise quartzite from locally sourced river cobbles, with increasing proportions of 
introduced and curated material away from cobble procurement areas.; 

 Artefact types will primarily comprise simple flakes, with lesser quantities of retouched/utilised pieces which 
will primarily be on imported materials. Evidence of reduction away from river cobble sources will be rare. 

 

Site potential: 

 Medium: River floodplains in general and elevated plateaux/interfluve and gently sloping terrain connecting 
elevated ground and valley floors; 

2.2 Survey method 
The field assessment was carried by Consulting Archaeologist (CA) Greg Jackman and Aboriginal Heritage Officer 
(AHO) Caleb Pedder by means of parallel pedestrian transects. The survey transects were oriented perpendicular 
to the access track at sub-10m spacings.  

CA and AHO tracklogs were recorded by handheld GPS (autonomous accuracy 2-4m), buffered by 2m to represent 
a 4m average transect width, and merged to create a combined survey coverage polygon. The ability to detect 
Aboriginal artefacts on a ground surface is heavily constrained by ground-surface visibility (GSV), which was 
recorded along CA transects in 10% increments. 

GSV points and observed features were recorded by DGPS (Trimble Catalyst) to sub-metre accuracy, and by 
written description and digital photography in accordance with Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania’s Standards and 
Procedures (June 2018) 
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3.0 Results 

3.1 Survey coverage 
Physical coverage of 3390m2 was achieved within the 80m x 60m ROBH05 drill pad study area, equating to 72.6%.  
Ground-surface visibility was very low however, averaging 7.9% overall but being typically below 5% away from 
the access track that passed along the north-side of the proposed drill pad. Full survey coverage was achieved of 
the access track from North Maggs Road which averaged 15% visibility. A summary of study area findings is 
presented in Table 2 and illustrated in Figure 1 

3.2 Identified Aboriginal heritage values 
No Aboriginal artefacts were observed within the ROBH05 drill pad and access track study areas.  

A single artefact, a hornfels flake designated RO-AH05, was found 7m to the east of North Maggs Road 
approximately 70m south-east of the reported location of a small artefact scatter (AH1635) originally recorded in 
1981 Figure 2. A search was made for AH1635 at its reported location, however the terrain did not correspond to 
the description on the AH1635 site card.  This is understandable given that it was originally recorded with 
reference to the Tasmap 100,000 map sheet series with the coordinates being later scaled and transformed for 
the AHR.  The actual location of AH1635 may be anywhere within a 100-200m radius of the AHR coordinates. 
Notwithstanding, RO-AH05 has been recorded as a separate site to avoid confusion with the legacy record. RO-
AH05 is 900m north of the ROBH05 drill pad and will not be affected by the proposed activity. 

Summary details of RO-AH05 are provided in Table 1. 

Aboriginal sites identified during assessment   

Field_ID Description Potential impacts 

RO-AH05 Hornfels decortication flake 55mm x 45mm x 30mm situated in local 

scald in roadside windrowed area 7m east of North Maggs Rd.  No other 

artefacts observed but glacial siliceous lag gravels present. 

Will not be impacted by proposed activity 

Table 1: Rowallan Aboriginal sites located during field assessment 

3.3 Aboriginal heritage management recommendations 
All Aboriginal relics in Tasmania are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 (AHA) and cannot be 
impacted without a Permit issued by the Minister pursuant to the AHA.  

The proposed activity associated with ROBH05 will not impact any identified Aboriginal relics, consequently no 
AHA Permit is required. 

Given the Medium potential for undiscovered Aboriginal relics (i.e. stone artefacts) to be present on the elevated 
plateau generally, it is essential that the works contractors are aware of their responsibility to avoid impacts if 
relics are encountered during works. It is recommended that a copy of Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania’s 
Unanticipated Discovery Plan is kept on hand for reference during the geotechnical investigations, and enacted 
if/when any relics are found. A copy of AHT’s UDP is appended to this summary report. 
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Table 2: ROBH05 field summary 

Investigation site field summaries   

ID Study 

area 

Coverage GSV Description Heritage risk Image 

RO-BH05 4672 73% 8% 

Adjoins forestry track. Area has been historically logged with numerous large (>1mbhd) stumps and several 

trunks present. Ground heavily scarred and rutted/hummocky, with evidence of dozing and log dragging etc. 

Topsoil partially stripped exposing B clays with grass and prickly shrub cover.  Low-Medium 

 

RO-BH05 

Access 480 100% 15% 

4m wide forestry track, scalped to B clays with thin covering of grass and mosses. Land slopes gently 

westwards. Low  
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Figure 1: ROBH05 survey coverage and ground-surface visibility 
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Figure 2: Aboriginal heritage sites in local area 
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AHT Unanticipated Discovery Plan 
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